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Text 1 

The fake ghosts of Borley 

Louis Mayerling is the author of We Faked the Ghosts of Borley Rectory. For years, 

everyone believed Borley Rectory was the home of many ghosts. Mayerling, 

however, says that the 'hauntings' were created by the people who lived in the 

house. He himself lived there until it burned down in 1938.  

Mayerling started living in the house in 1918. The owner of the house, who was 5 

his uncle, enjoyed telling stories of a ghost nun, and people talked about other 

weird activities in the area. 

BBC TV investigated the house twelve months before the fire and decided the 

hauntings were true. Famous writers and scientists believed this, too. The Most 

Haunted House in England, a book by a very famous ghost investigator called 10 

Harry Price, also said the house was haunted. Today, ghost fanatics use it as proof 

that ghosts exist. 

'That book was like a bible to ghost-hunters. Lots of coaches filled with believers 

visited Borley Rectory each day,' said Mayerling. 'There wasn’t any truth in it. I 

felt I had to write the book to uncover the silly truth.' 15 

Mayerling continues by explaining how some of the tricks were done. Visitors 

heard a 'magic piano' being played by ‘spirit hands’. This was actually played by 

Mayerling touching the piano strings with a metal rod through a hole in the wall. 

People said they heard terrible noises inside the house, too. These were made by 

a water heater. The owners said they did not know where the sounds came from, 20 

but in reality they did. They also filled the skirting boards with a special powder 

which catches fire when it touches the air. These tricks kept the visitors happy. 

  

(Adapted from The Guardian by Amelia Hill) 
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